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A brief history of western architecture:

The Egyptians started it.
The Greeks perfected it.

And every one else has copied
it since (with the exception of
some high Gothic and the
Moderns).

The Romans, who | left out of my
summation, were great technical inno-
vators, and they knew a good thing
when they saw it. As they conquered
and pillaged Greek colonies, they said
to themselves, “Hey, this is good stuff.”
They took Greek motifs and placed
0 e e IR T Bl them everywhere. Greek style with
o el e R R el Roman engineering has been a living
P e R Rl R Ll design force for thousands of years.
Agrigento, Italy (above) had Doric
capitals that borrowed heavily from
the open lotus columns. Moderns
like Marcel Breuer with his Whitney
Museum in NYC (far opposite), were 21
not concerned with ftraditional .

. forms or systems of order.
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In NYC the Empire State Building
) looms over historic styled

~ the other inspiring architecture educa-
~ tors at Notre Dame at the time included
~ Steve Hurtt, Tom Neff, Norman Crowe,
~ Judith diMeo, Jaime & Esme Bealta,
~ and Kenneth Featherstone.

-?hjéb’diﬁon?fa Frank Montana, for me,

High Gothic architecture concerned
itself with Christian spirituality, so it was
by intent less earthly. It shunned rigid
symmetry and had strict proportions and
a numerology that did not match the
Greek’s math. | say High Gothic because
artifacts of its style—without the overall
proportion system—were quickly copied,
even added to late Romanesque church-
es. One can find Gothic elements stuck
on all sorts of buildings as it went from
high vision to popular fashion.

During the Modern era of architecture
(which is over 100 years old and | would
prefer to call “reductionism”), there was
a strong movement that echoed the
much quoted Henry Ford proclamation
that “History is Bunk.” In Towards a
New Architecture, Le Corbusier
declared that, “Rome is the damnation of
the half-educated. To send an architec-
ture student to Rome is to cripple them
for life.”

| studied in Rome as a student. It was
mandatory at my college, The University
of Notre Dame, and cost no more than
normal tuition. It was a great opportunity
for a kid who otherwise couldn’t afford it.
The program was innovative and created
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by a great architect and great architec-
ture educator, Frank Montana.

Because my university at the time
had no school of thought, our professors
argued about history and style in front of
us. Strong minded and strong willed they
pleaded their case on what is good
architecture: moderns against the beau
arts classics; post moderns against the
de-constructivists. Within this din was a
great opportunity to learn about all styles
and see the ideas tested.

So | am an architectural mutt, devoid
of a single purebred theory, but full of
wonder of all styles of architecture. | can
like Le Corbusier and the Pantheon.
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